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Chapter Meeting 

Information 
 

Worcester H.O.G. Chapter 
meetings are held on the first 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm at 

the Auburn Elks Lodge. 
 

 Come early and socialize! The 

typical agenda includes Officer 

reports, door prizes, 50-50        drawing, 

info on upcoming events, rides, 

guest speakers, and new member 

acknowledgments. Please join us 

and see why we have such a great 

following and have so much fun! 
 
 

 

Harley Owners Group  Chapter 3811              Spring 2019 

Congrats once again to Worcester HOG member Jim Taylor for 
finishing 3rd in the 2018 H.O.G. ABCs of Touring contest. Jim 
finished 3rd with 214 points! 

 

What was even more awesome was that his wife Cindy came in 5th 

with 180 points.  Now these folks can ride!! 

The H.O.G. magazine, 048 2019 states: ABCs Changes Rolling In: 

Of course, the end of the 2018 ABCs of Touring contest means just 

one thing:  It’s time to get started on 2019!  Keep in mind there are 

some significant changes this year, all designed to simplify the rules, 

make it easier to take part and maximize the fun factor. 

Beginning this year, the contest will be known as the Ride 365 

Journey Challenge.  The basic concept is the same – ride and take 

pictures – but now there will be just four points categories:  H-D 

Dealerships, HOG Rallies, Member Check-Ins, and Harley-

Davidson Motor Company Facilities. 

There will also be more opportunities to win valuable prizes, 

including a top prize package of $1,500 in Harley-Davidson-related 

gift cards, a personalized plaque and a commemorative rivet 

displayed at the Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee.  And 

that’s just for starters.  

So don’t wait!  The sooner you get rolling, the faster you’ll rack up 

points. For program detail and enrollment, visit members.hog.com. 

Go to HOG.com/Ride365 for other great miles programs and to 

check your progress toward the next mileage rocker. 

 

Be a part of our newsletter! 

Email your stories and pictures to: 

editor@worcesterhog.com 

 

All submissions become the property of 

Worcester H.O.G. We reserve the right to 

edit submissions for length and content. 

https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodgenumber=2118
mailto:editor@worcesterhog.com
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While thinking about all the rides that our Chapter 
came up with during the March meeting for the 
“3811 Summer Tour”, it reminded me of what a great 
Chapter the Worcester HOG is. The adage “Ride and 
have Fun” may sound a bit corny to some, well at 
least to me, but that is really what we are all about. 
We ride when we can and when we can’t, we try to 
have fun. 
 
 It was pointed out to me that if everyone who 
logged mileage in the Chapter’s (Sheldon’s) miles 
program also registered with Ride 365, our chapter 
would have come in 3rd place in the region with over 
482,000 miles. So we do indeed ride! 
 
 As far as fun goes, I think it goes without saying that 
we all have fun or at least a pretty good time when 
we’re riding. But what about when we can’t? During 
the winter, the Worcester HOG members come to life 
and have fun enjoying each other’s company. The 
“can’t ride” season is kicked off by George Gilligan 
& team with the Yankee Run Party in mid to late 
November. What a great time had by all. Then we 
have Christmas/Holiday celebrations with Marcia 
Robidoux’s LOH Christmas wrapping and Boys & 
Girls Club tree decorating. Friday Night Dinners, 
coordinated by our Activities Officer Kevin Colbath, 
start up in late December or early January. The FNDs 
bring 20-30 members together for a rousing good 
time taking over a good section of various 
restaurants every Friday night. “Who let the HOGs 
out!? Who, Who-Who!!” 
 
 The Chapter Christmas/winter party was held in 
January this year and I think that worked out very 
well as we were able to get the larger room on a 
Saturday night. The weather was a bit sketchy, but 
we had a good turnout and a great time. Then there 
are the monthly pancake brunches and other special 
events put on by Sheldon’s and staffed by our 
volunteer members. Always good eats and good 
times. 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 
So, do we “Ride and have Fun”? I certainly think so. 
If you received this, you are more than welcome to 
come join any of the rides and/or activities I send out 
in the weekly update or on our calendar. 
 
For all those that give their time, both in the lime light 
and behind the scenes, I sincerely thank you and 
truly hope you are having fun. I appreciate your 
support and participation in the Chapter and I’m 
sure our members do too. 
 
Looking forward to a fun filled riding season!! 
 
Jim 
 

Yankee Run Committee 
 

George Gilligan, Janice Fiske, Sue DiPilato, 

Doug Desroches and Scott Johnson Jr. 

Alan Froslie 

Alan Shea 

Arthur Pond 

Bruce Smyth 

Chet Chludenski 

Chet McDonald 

Ed McDonald 

Jim Evans 

Jim Perry 

Ken Corey 

Ken Karey 

Kevin Colbath 

Mark Audet 

Mark Zibel 

Paul Gunnerson 

Ray Robidoux 

Richie Smith 

Roy Mikkelsen 

 

Worcester H.O.G Officers 
 

Director................................Jim Evans 

Assistant Director...............Rick Ferranti 

Treasurer.............................Scott Johnson, Sr.  

Secretary............................. Jo-Ann Smyth 

HOG Manager....................Michael Chludenski 

Activities Officer.................Kevin Colbath 

Ladies of Harley Officer... Marcia Robidoux 

Head Road Captain............Ray Robidoux 

Guest Editor ......................Jim Evans 

Safety Officer.....................Ray Robidoux 

Photographer.....................Terry Evans 

Historian.............................Paul Gunnerson 

Membership Officer..........Bruce Smyth 

Webmaster.........................Andy Foster 

Merchandise......................Glen Shenkin 

 

Worcester H.O.G. Road Captains 

Director 
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MY SOLO RIDE TO FLORIDA 

Using Google Maps, I simply put in my starting point and 

my destination which was my Dads house in Daytona 

Beach Florida. Then I made sure to void highways and 

tolls. After that I had to find hotels along the way. I 

figured about 300 to 350 miles a day was a nice easy 

pace. After finding all the hotels along the way it was just 

a matter of saving the trip. So, I emailed it to myself so I 

could access it on my phone whenever I needed it. When 

I opened it on my phone it would give me turn by turn 

directions blue toothed to my helmet. I also printed a 

copy just in case I got lost and had no signal on my phone. 

Leaving my house in Attleboro Ma. it was Sunday 

September 2nd about 8am it was a beautiful sunny day. 

Riding by yourself you really don’t know your limits, so I 

would just ride until I was hungry for breakfast. After 

about an hour and a half I found the wooden spoon in 

Ashford, CT. A very friendly place with great food. I’m 

glad they had a counter to sit at. I hate to sit at a table 

when I am alone.  After hitting the road again about an 

hour later I found a monument I thought was cool in 

Windsor Locks CT.  This was the only picture I took on the 

trip. The rest I have on my Go-Pro. 

The roads were getting more rolling and winding going 

thru NY. I stopped for lunch at the Roost in Stone Ridge, 

NY. Then it was off to Pennsylvania. The hotel for the first 

night was in Tunkhannock Pennsylvania, on the banks of 

the Susquehanna River. It took me about 9 hours. 327 

miles. 

Day two is another beautiful sunny day the roads rolling, 

twisty and scenic. Stopped for breakfast at Perkins, I 

couldn’t find a mom and pop place and I was hungry. 

Then a surprise treat GPS took me straight thru 

Gettysburg battlefield. Lunch at Friendly’s in Gettysburg 

PA. never knew they were this far south. Then on to 

Virginia stayed at the Johnson’s Motel. 7 Hours 298 

miles. This had to be the worst motel I have ever stayed; 

just glad I didn’t get bed bugs.  

 

So, I was up before the sun on day 3 the motel was that 

bad. One good thing I did was bring the cover for the bike. 

So, when I get up on the road there is no dew on the bike 

it is dry and ready to go. The roads are now flattening out 

and starting to get a little straighter. I found this country 

breakfast place called Café at Maidens. The roads are a 

little faster now. The miles are flying by. I stopped at a 

place called Boston Sandwich Shop for lunch in NC. I asked 

if I get a discount for being from Boston, no such luck. 

Then another GPS surprise that took me buy Cox Harley 

Davidson in Asheboro NC. So, I had to stop and buy a shirt. 

Then stayed at a very nice Quality Inn in Cheraw SC. The 

roads were so fast I got to the hotel by 4pm. 7 hours 360 

miles. 

Day 4:  I was so close I was excited and was on the road at 

6am, the weather has been great the whole way. I feel 

very lucky. Breakfast at Waffle House in SC. One of my 

favorite breakfast places. The roads are straight now. 

Fields of cotton and other crops. The gas stations and 

motels are boarded up.  Intersection after intersection 

each one disserted. I was really getting spooked. I was the 

only one on the road as far as I could see. Then I started 

to see road construction sign and motorcycle caution 

signs. But to my delight brand new black top all the way 

into Georgia. Come to find out I was on the tobacco 

highway, one of the abandon old highways. 

Almost all traffic uses I95 instead of the road I was on, to 

cool. I could have kept going to make it to my dad’s, but 

staring me right in the face was a nasty thunder storm. So, 

I stayed at Quality Inn Jessup Georgia 7 hours 348 miles. 

Day 5 I was going to make it to my dad’s house before 

noon so I was on the road 7 am. Stopped at Dunkin’ 

Donuts in Jacksonville Florida just for a taste of home. 

Then took A1A to follow the beach to my dad’s house in 

Daytona Beach. 

Riding by yourself is okay. It helped me clear my head 

from losing my soul mate. At times it made me miss her 

more. I found myself talking to her as if she was still on 

the back of the bike. Sometimes I felt her there. I think 

from now on whenever I do a long ride I will go with 

friends. I found myself looking around to ask if they saw 

that but no one was there. I think it is fun to share the 

experience of the road with friends. 

Rick 

Return to main page 

Assistant Director 
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Let me start by telling you a little bit about my HOG 

history. I joined Worcester H.O.G. in June 2015. I wasn’t 

sure if joining the HOGs was something that I would 

enjoy, but I must admit, it did not take long before I 

realized that it was a good decision to do so. The rides, 

events, parties and the friendships I have made are all 

wonderful. 

 I don’t ride my own motorcycle, but enjoy just being the 

co-pilot. One thing I am looking forward to is getting my 

2019 Yankee Run book and checking out all the great 

stops and visiting them. Before you know it the Iron 

Adventure will be upon us and like in the past it should 

be a good time. 

Come fall, it will be a weekend trip to the Gray Ghost Inn 

and let me tell you don’t let the name scare you! It’s not 

haunted, well maybe once the HOGs arrive it will be. All 

kidding aside the Gray Ghost is a fishing lure not a real 

ghost like I thought. It’s always a fun and crazy weekend 

with my HOG friends. 

The one thing that is new to me this year is officially 

excepting the position of secretary. I may not say much 

at the meetings, but rest assured that I will do my best 

with the position I hold and I hope to get to know all of 

you. 

May we all have a fun and safe riding season! 

Jo-Ann 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

As the ridding season begins, so does my chance to invite 

new members into the LOH. 

Here are a few things that we are working on. 

April 20th it’s build your own Easter Basket with the kids 

and having a picture taken with the Easter Bunny at 

Sheldon’s Harley Davidson. At the end of the day we will 

be making a donation of Easter Baskets to the children's 

cancer ward at the UMass hospital. 

A National ladies day ride lead by Nan Newcomb will take 

place on May 4th. 

LOH is planning to dedicate a plaque for our deceased 

members with a ride to the Cathedral of the Pines on July 

13th.  

We are also planning on having a BBQ this summer. 

Details are forthcoming. 

Also, we will be donating decorated Christmas trees to 

the boys and girls club again sometime in December. 

I would like to thank everyone for their support. 

 

Marcia 

 

 

Ladies of Harley Secretary 
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 By the time you read this, some of you probably have 

ridden your bike at least once. As you relearn your 

motorcycle skills, take a few minutes in a parking lot. 

 Run your bike through a couple of tight turns and 

practice some braking maneuver, enough times to shake 

off the cobwebs. Now you are ready for a long ride. 

 After you get back from your ride take a few minutes to 

think about a ride you took last season. If you are thinking 

about a ride you would like to take this year, please talk 

to me and let’s plan this together. 

 

Ray 
 

 

 

Greetings fellow Worcester HOG members, 

 Very briefly at the January meeting I spoke about the 

acronym HOG and what does it mean to you. Of course, 

the answer would be the Harley Owners Group which 

started in 1983. 

 But the term HOG was first started 63 years earlier for 

both Harley’s and those who rode them. Racing has 

always been popular, think of the ancient chariot races, 

horse races, and car races. Well, in the early days of 

motorcycles, racing became popular for those as well.  

 In 1919 and again in 1920 organizers put together the 

first big motorcycle races. They put together a  

200 plus mile race in Marion Indiana consisting of 

40 laps around a 5.17 mile dirt track. Without internet, 

cell phones, or modern media it attracted 15,000 people 

to watch the race. The big 3 of the time were 

Harley, Indian, and Excelsior. Each put together a team 

of racers. The Harley team were called the “Wrecking 

Crew” because of their dominance of motorcycle racing. 

 In 1920 Ray Weishaar of the Harley Wrecking crew went 

to a local farmer before the race and bought a piglet that 

he named Johnny. Team Harley took all of the top 3 

places. 

 After the race he rode a victory lap holding his new 

mascot Johnny. The press of the time said that  

Harley was hogging up all the speed and race records. 

And because of the new mascot Johnny started calling 

both Harley-Davidson motorcycles and those who rode 

them HOG’s – and the name stuck from then on. 

 A very famous photo was taken of Ray Weishaar giving  

little Johnny a drink of Coca Cola. That photo became 

an icon for both Harley and Coke, it made history. Who 

would have thought that little Johnny would have been 

the start of the term HOG. In 1983 Harley-Davidson 

started the Harley Owners Group, which also became 

known as HOG. It’s something we hear and say every day.  

Little Johnny the piglet were the start of it. 

Paul 

 

 
 

 

 

Head Road Captain 
Safety Officer 

Historian's Article 

 



 

6 
 

   

    

Yankee Run 2019 (25th Year of providing great 

places to ride to) 
What a surprise the sale of our 25th year addition 
of the Yankee Run book is right around the corner. 
They go on sale at the Ice Breaker on April 7th.  
 
The team worked their fingers to the bone this year 
scraping up 100 stops again. A big thank you to 
Janice, Sue, Doug and Scott Jr. We managed to get a 
few from Maine back into the book. There are also 
a few stops close to the New England Harley 
Dealers Tour card, please stop in for lunch. They’re 
highlighted in the book. And there is also a copy of 
the tour card in the back of the Yankee Run book 
for your convenience. 
 
This year we are also reintroducing some of the 
other chapter’s charity rides for your riding 
pleasure. You can get an extra prize ticket at the 
party if you attend their ride, and of course our 
special chapter rides are included. 
 
Last year we introduce 2 new features to the book. 
One was the block at the bottom of each stop as to 
the status of what kind of stop it was. 
 

B L D I O P 
 

B for Breakfast, L for Lunch, D for Dinner and of 
course I for ICE CREAM. The O is for Other such 
as a leather store, a country store etc. and P is for 
Party. 
 

     

 
 

The second that seem to be more confusing is the 
MULTI STOP BLOCKS. This is to get your book 
signed for going to a stop more than once. This was 
so the owners of the stop see that people are 
actually stopping more than just once, which makes 
the committee's job easier to get the stop for next 
year. So please use this to help out.  
 

Original Stamp 
Or Signature 

 

Have Signed Return trip 1 

Have Signed Return trip 2 

Have Signed Return trip 3 

Have Signed Return trip 4 

 

So, start planning you upcoming ride season using 
your Yankee Run Book as your guide. And 
remember this is a fun book not a contest.  
Ride Safe and Be Safe 
 

George 

Return to main page 

Yankee Run Stop 
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Shout-out to Kevin Colbath for arranging the now 

traditional Friday Night Dinners (FND) to keep the HOG 

family in touch through-out the dark months of winter! 

This year’s itinerary included the Imperial Buffet, Mill 

185, A&D Pizzeria, Chuck’s Steak House, Reunion Tap & 

Table, Sawa Hibachi, Jimmy’s Tavern, Zorba’s and 

Barbers Crossing.  Be sure to be a patron to these 

establishments through out the year as they were kind 

enough to have us HOGs visit them.  In some cases, more 

than once!! 

Everyone is given the opportunity to donated $1.00 at 

each Friday Night Dinner they attend and at the end of 

the year it is donated to a worthy cause.  This year, all of 

the proceeds will be going to the Second Chance Ranch 

Equine Rescue. This is a non-profit, volunteer equine 

rescue founded in 1996 by former W-HOG member Paul 

and his wife Karen Bacon.  Both Paul and Karen have 

passed, but their dream continues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello. I’m starting my second year as your Membership 

Officer, and have been a part of this chapter since 2015. I 

just want to say thank you to everyone that renewed their 

memberships.  

To all the new members, from bike sales, or just joined for 

the first time, welcome. Our saying here in The Worcester 

HOG’s is to Ride and Have Fun. With that said, I’m looking 

forward to meeting and riding with as many of you as 

possible. We are one of the busiest chapters around with 

rides every weekend, and some during the week.  

New this year, Assistant Director Rick Ferranti and I, are 

working on putting together a membership packet. It will 

consist of a welcome letter, application, and some 

information about riding with a group. We plan on setting 

up a table at some of our events to give to potential 

members. Well that’s it for now. If anyone has any 

questions concerning your membership, or anything else, 

don’t hesitate to contact me at, 

membership@worcesterhog.com. 

Bruce 
 

W-HOG Mileage 

A big thank you to Paulette McDonald for keeping 

such good track of the Chapter mileage and 

reporting to Sheldon’s.  This ensures our Reward 

Points are entered regularly.  No small task.  As a 

reminder, the mileage read during the month is 

recorded and given to Sheldon’s the weekend after 

the Chapter meeting, then it takes a couple days to 

get it in the system. 

Participation Points 
Another unsung hero is Roy Mikkelson who tracks 

attendance for all the W-HOG functions, rides, etc.. 

Then at the end of the year he tallies up the points 

with a secret formula only Roy understands.  Roy 

also reliably greets everyone at the Chapter 

meetings and gives out door prize & 50/50 tickets. 

 

Activities Officer 
Membership Officer 

mailto:membership@worcesterhog.com
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Hi All, 

I have various patches available and will have them at the 

meetings.  You can also see Michael Chludenski at the 

dealership if you are there and need a patch.  I also have 

3 Large Chapter T-Shirts left and will bring them to 

meetings.  They are $25.00 each. 

We are selling HOG vests.  They are black denim material 

and come with the HOG patch and Worcester Chapter 

rocker already on it.  The vest will be only $70.00 while 

supplies last! 

 

If anyone has ideas for other items to be ordered, please 

let me know.  Thanks. 

Glen 

 

 

It’s that time of the year again where we can all start to 

kick off the riding season with the Ice Breaker Run.  This is 

our 6th year participating in the ride and every year I get 

more and more excited.   

Spring in New England is a special time of the year 

compared to other parts of the country where I have 

lived.  Spring and Fall season were not a big deal when I 

lived in Texas.  It was cold in the winter then immediately 

jumped into summer.  Many of my friends talked about 

visiting New England and Cape Cod to really experience 

the change of the seasons.  It truly is a celebration and I 

certainly can appreciate it more now that I permanently 

live here.   

Here are some of things that I enjoy the most in no 

particular order….. Riding my Harley, beaches, ice cream, 

lobster rolls, steamers, fish and chips, summer festivals, 

Laconia Bike Week, boating, summer concerts, fireworks, 

and barbecuing come to my immediate mind.  Just writing 

that and refreshing those thoughts in my mind is 

stimulating.  It’s here and let’s go riding together!!! 

Chad & Bryan 

 

Here’s to the Future 

 
 

Merchandise 

HOG Wares and Goodies 

 

Sheldon’s Corner 
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A little bit of that…. 

 

 

 

Little bit of this…. 

 

 

 


