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Chapter Meeting 

Information 
 

Worcester H.O.G. Chapter 
meetings are held on the first 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm at 

the Auburn Elks Lodge. 
 

 Come early and socialize! The 

typical agenda includes Officer 

reports, door prizes, 50-50        drawing, 

info on upcoming events, rides, 

guest speakers, and new member 

acknowledgments. Please join us 

and see why we have such a great 

following and have so much fun! 
 
 

 

Harley Owners Group  Chapter 3811         April 2017 

Thank you Roy "The Road Map" Mikkelsen for 23+ years as Head R/C!!

 

Members on another Friday Night Dinner at Wicked Wings. Too much fun!!

 

Be a part of our newsletter! 

Email your stories and pictures to: 

editor@worcesterhog.com 

 

All submissions become the property of 

Worcester H.O.G. We reserve the right to 

edit submissions for length and content. 

https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodgenumber=2118
mailto:editor@worcesterhog.com
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 I wanted to talk about “change” in this article. Ironically, 

it’s something we can count on – change is constant. It’s 

never-ending, necessary, sometimes welcomed, most 

times not, and it’s certainly unavoidable. Think about the 

time when you wanted that new Harley-Davidson 

motorcycle because of the color, features, newness, or 

whatever. You just HAD TO HAVE IT! Yet, sometime later it 

was up for sale or being traded-in for a different one. It 

served its purpose but it was time for a change. We’ve 

experienced political and economic change, change in the 

weather (thankfully), in our jobs, and even in our families or 

ourselves. Maybe some of you were even lucky enough to 

have changed to a new Milwaukee 8 equipped motorcycle 

you just had to have for the 2017 riding season! 

 And recently, you’ve witnessed some change within 

Worcester HOG. Not only did Jim Evans and I take on new 

roles in 2017, but we subsequently asked Richie Smith (new 

Head Road Captain), Ray Robidoux (new Assistant Head 

Road Captain), and Bruce Smyth (new Photographer) to 

take on new roles as well. These changes represented an 

opportunity to bring in new blood and new ideas into the 

leadership team, and to take full advantage of their 

unbridled enthusiasm while acknowledging and being very 

appreciative for the countless and outstanding 

contributions by their respective predecessors.  I can assure 

you each change was made only after considerable 

thought, discussion with my fellow officers, and with Chad.  

Most importantly, each was made with just one simple goal 

in mind – to improve Worcester HOG’s membership and 

riding experiences. 

 Jim Evans and I have also instituted regular bimonthly face-

to-face meetings with Chad as a means to stay on top of 

“issues”, ensure alignment and mutual support, to plan well 

in advance, and to strengthen an already positive 

relationship with our sponsoring dealer. 

 And finally, we’ve opted to try conducting LOH and Road 

Captain meetings immediately prior to our monthly general 

membership meetings (6:30 at the Elk’s). While it’s 

important that these groups meet and stay on top of their 

respective issues, this change made it unnecessary for 

members to travel & find time for dedicated meetings. So 

far, so good! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 As I see it, one of my biggest responsibilities (and that of our 

other officers) is to be an agent for change; to lend a 

sympathetic ear to each member of our Worcester HOG 

family, and work on your behalf to make a difference. 

Come talk to me. 

Spring has sprung – let’s ride my friends.  Let’s ride! 

Ken Karey 

Director 

 

Yankee Run Committee 
George Gilligan, Ray Remillard, 

Janice Fiske, & Sue DiPilato 

 

Alan Berthiaume 

Alan Froslie 

Alan Shea 

Arthur Pond 

Chet Chludenski 

Chet McDonald 

Ed McDonald 

Jack Grzyb 

Jim Evans 

Jim Perry 

Ken Corey 

Ken Karey 

Kevin Colbath 

Mark Zibel 

Paul Gunnerson 

Peter Bogren 

Ray Robidoux 

Richie Smith 

Tammy Lee 

Worcester H.O.G Officers 
 

Director.............................. Ken Karey 

Assistant Director..............Jim Evans 

Treasurer............................Scott Johnson, Sr.  

Secretary/Membership......Mark Zibel 

Activities Officer................Kevin Colbath 

Ladies of Harley Officer...Karin Karey 

Head Road Captain...........Richie Smith 

Editor..................................Andy Foster 

Safety Officer.....................Ken Corey 

Photographer.....................Bruce Smyth 

Historian............................Paul Gunnerson 
 

Worcester H.O.G Road Captains 
 

Head Road Captain:  Richie Smith 

Assistant Head Road Captain:  Ray Robidoux 

 

From your Director 
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Want some cheese with that "whine"? 

 Funny how there is always something to complain about. 
From where we are going on a ride, to the time we are 
leaving, to how long it is, to who is on the ride, or who's not. 
The weather stinks, it's too cold, it's too hot, it's raining. 
Some are legitimate and others are just out of our control. 
I'm not thinking of anyone in particular when I list these 
items, but if the shoe fits... ;-) 

 So why do we complain? I know for me it is because I feel 
that I am being forced to move outside my comfort zone. At 
work that can be absolutely true, however, this club is 
strictly voluntary, and as such the complaining can only lead 
to either hard feelings, or positive change. 

 I vote for positive change and that is why I accepted this 
position when Ken asked me to take it on. Mostly, we hear 
complaints through the grapevine, but seldom do people 
want to reveal the source of the complaint or all of the 
details. Effective complaining is an art and if you are decent 
about it, people will bend over backwards to help you. So if 
you want to try out your “whine” on some fellow HOGs 
that's fine, and if it is agreed to be a good one, bring it to 
someone who can do something about it. 

 Now I'm sure there will be some who take this personally, 
and whine about this whining article and that's OK. I just 
hope you’ll bring it directly to me or Ken so we can talk 
about it. 

 And for those of you who read this far, this article is part 
tongue-in-cheek since I am very proud to be part of 
Worcester HOG and I think the participating members are 
some of the best people I've ever been associated with! 

Jim Evans 

Assistant Director 

   Editor's insert – I just couldn’t resist!

 

 

 

 Just when we thought spring might have sprung, Mother 

Nature reminded us that she is absolutely in charge! I don’t 

know about you, but I cannot wait to get out there with all 

of our established and new members and log some miles. 

Soon, very soon my friends, but not soon enough! Maybe 

this is a good opportunity to replace those batteries in your 

key fob. It’s the best $2.50 you can spend every spring and 

it’s about the only time you can get out of a Harley 

dealership without having to sign a mortgage!  

 As for members, Worcester HOG Chapter #3811 continues 

to grow at a very impressive pace. We are currently at 136 

members and there is no end in sight. Our supporting dealer 

Sheldon’s H-D continues to sell both new and used bikes and 

many of those customers express interest in joining our 

ranks. Work on our website, Facebook page and other 

resources continue at a feverish pace. Rides and events are 

being planned, many of the officers are gearing up for HOT 

Training, and by all accounts we are firing on all cylinders.  

 Speaking of cylinders, it’s time to share a personal 

experience. If you have not yet been to the Harley-Davidson 

Museum in Milwaukee, WI you are truly missing out! I was 

fortunate enough to be able to go in February and let me tell 

you it was nothing short of pure AWESOMENESS! It’s not just 

about motorcycles, but American history, triumph and 

failure! It’s a journey well worth taking. Oh, and as a HOG 

member your admission is FREE! I cannot wait to go back! 

   

 So my friends, start preparing for an amazing season! It’s 

just about that time to change the fluids, break out the 

chrome and polish, and fire ‘em up... or is it? See you at the 

Ice Breaker ride! 

RIDE SAFE & ARRIVE ALIVE 

Mark Zibel 
Secretary/Membership Officer 
Worcester HOG Chapter #3811 
 

Return to main page 

Assistant Director Secretary/Membership 
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 I’m looking forward to attending my first Harley Officer’s 

Training (HOT) this month. I’m hoping to come away with a 

better sense of what being the LOH Officer means and to 

hear what other LOH Officers are doing in their chapters. I 

hope to be inspired and bring new ideas and energy to my 

role and to our chapter. I’m glad to be part of the leadership 

team and I am excited to see where this year will take us. 

 Over the winter months Ken and I attended many of the 

Friday Night Dinners. I look forward to them because I get 

the opportunity to get to know more of our members. 

Spending time over dinner is kind of like a first date, when 

you ask questions and learn about each other. Like a first 

date, I know that there are some members I look forward 

to seeing again as often as I can, and others who I’ll say hello 

to and check in with and ask about their families. In either 

situation, I’ve made a new friend and had some laughs. 

 I’m glad for the time in our off season that we get together 

and socialize. Friday Night Dinners, the Christmas Party, 

March Madness, and Pancake Breakfasts have been a lot of 

fun because of everyone’s participation. I’ve learned that 

our group enjoys giving to others and I’m hearing that you’d 

like to be more actively involved in the process and not just 

write a check. I’m hoping to plan a ride to a children’s 

hospital, or somewhere where we can all be part of bringing 

our gift. Stay tuned! 

 I’m in the process of contacting Pam Devost. Pam is the 

woman associated with the Quilts of Valor. I would like to 

be more involved in this project and I’m hoping others in 

our chapter will want to join me!  

 Some of you have asked about the Habitat for Humanity 

Playhouse Build. Here is the link if you’d like to get involved. 

We won’t be participating as a chapter this year, but maybe 

next year? 

http://www.habitatmwgw.org/veterans/operation-playhouse 

 It’s finally SPRING! I’m excited to ride! Hope to see you on 

2 wheels at our Ice Breaker! Until then, be safe!! 

Karin Karey 

LOH Officer 

 

 For the first time since I’ve been writing my column I find 

myself in a writer’s block situation. I have the entire letter 

completed, everything, but I’m usually the first one done.  

I’m staring at this very spot you’re looking at now thinking; 

‘uh -oh’. So here we go, I am officially ‘winging it’ for this one. 

 When new officers come on board I encourage them to 

write something about themselves and also something 

about what they do for the chapter so that we might get 

some views of what goes on behind the scenes. When 

editing submissions, I take the approach of ‘would Mother 

HOG approve and would HOG Magazine publish it’? 

 So what do I do behind this editor curtain? For starters, I pay 

close attention to HOG Magazine and especially editor Matt 

King. After all, following the lead of the brass and their 

intended message would be considered wise, right? I also 

review Mother HOG’s Charter and Handbook to be sure we 

are not violating content rules (to a degree). 

 I obviously work off a master template which I tweak 

regularly when I find shortcuts that can save time. The single 

biggest challenge are the pictures, you need to have some 

graphic editing skills. All pics need to be sized, including the 

ones from the articles which are extracted, resized, and re-

inserted to keep the size of the newsletter reasonable. Then 

there’s what pics to include as this is a newsletter not a 

photo album. I try to preserve some timely pics that I’ve also 

used on the website because the newsletters will be around 

forever where the website is a timely publication. 

 I like to write with a bit of dry humor when I can to have fun 

with it. If I were to pick an influence it would be Dave Barry 

whom I’ve read much of years ago. I did some searching to 

see if Dave rides, nothing found yet but he has certainly 

written about Harley-Davidson riders which you might not 

find so flattering... or would you from a satirical viewpoint?! 

 No matter what you author for Worcester HOG publications 

such as our newsletters, Facebook pages, etc., ask yourself; 

“Would Mother HOG accept or approve of it?” Let’s continue 

to promote the fun & positives and avoid the dark. 

Andy Foster 

Editor 

Ladies of Harley From the Editor 

http://www.habitatmwgw.org/veterans/operation-playhouse
http://www.davebarry.com/
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 Despite Mother Nature’s throwing a bit of a 'hissy fit' in the 

way of a March snow storm, it looks like riding season is still 

going to arrive. 

 As we start to enjoy our season it is important to make sure 

you are ready. As riders, the first thing we think of is the 

bike and the need to get it serviced. Remember this is busy 

season for the dealership so make your appointment early! 

 Additionally, it is VERY important to make sure YOU are 

ready, and this means you may also need some 'service'! If 

you have been putting off seeing your doctor or getting any 

of those pesky tests done, please take the time to make and 

keep the appointments. The life you may save may be 

yours! 

 Sheldon's and Worcester HOG are always ready to lead the 

way, so once again we will be doing Safety Saturday on April 

8th from 11am – 2pm. This is a chance to meet people, win 

some prizes, get a discount on a new helmet or gloves, and 

you might just learn something new. 

 Additionally, the Ladies of Harley will be doing Easter 

Baskets! So bring the children, grandchildren, even those of 

your friends. Last year the kids enjoyed filling a basket and 

we loved watching their faces as they made their way down 

the table picking and choosing the items they wanted! 

Looking forward to a fun year with lots of safe miles. 

Ken Karey 

Safety Officer 
 

 

 

Hogs, Hogs, and Hogs. Why we say it, what it means. 

 Greetings fellow HOG members. That word HOG is a part of 

our everyday vocabulary. It has many different meanings, 

but we tend to use it for everything... but why? 

 The Harley Owners Group, or HOG, was created in 1983 as 

a way to create long-lasting relationships with Harley-

Davidson’s customers. Each Harley-Davidson dealership has 

the opportunity to sponsor a local HOG chapter, which 

would be us via Sheldon’s. 

 But the term HOG got associated with Harley’s long before 

1983. The term began way back in the mid 1910’s. The 

Harley-Davidson factory racing team earned the nickname, 

“The Wrecking Crew” because of its dominance in winning 

motorcycle races. The use of the word “HOG” as it relates to 

H-D started in that era. A 200 mile road race was established 

in Marion, Indiana over the Labor Day weekend in 1919. The 

race was dominated by team H-D taking the top 3 spots. The 

race was won by Ray Weishaar with a new record average 

speed of 71 miles per hour. 

 In the hours leading up to the race, Ray adopted a piglet 

from a local pig farmer, and named him Johnny. It was 

immediately named the team’s mascot. During victory laps 

Johnny would be carried with the winner of the H-D race 

team. A motorcycle journalist began to remark on team H-D 

as “Hogging” all the race track records. And another 

journalist began calling the team “The Harley Hogs”. Little 

Johnny the pig had more influence than could ever be 

imagined on the term we all use, HOG’s. And that’s a history 

lesson on why we all say HOG’s today! 

Paul Gunnerson 

Chapter Historian 

     

Safety Officer Historian's Article 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Weishaar
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 After the first day of spring we’re back to winter. Seems like 

we’re going backwards. The New England Yankee Run book 

is out to the printer and about to bloom. It will be on sale at 

the Ice Breaker Run on Sunday April 2nd. It was a little 

struggle this year but the team of Jan, Sue and Ray turned 

everything around to come up with a great book. We have 

96 fantastic stops to ride to the whole summer. Some are 

nice all day rides and some a short evening rides.  So enjoy 

your pleasure with friends and be safe. 

 One of the themes this year will be “ONE BOOK - ONE 

PERSON - ONE PURCHASE - ONE STAMP”.  As I explained at 

the March meeting, we got some push back from vendors 

stating; one person with multiple books, some buying a 

bottle of water to get two books signed, and for a few other 

reasons, we lost a couple of nice stops. Please remember 

this is not a completion to get stamps, the book was 

designed to have a place to ride, have fun, and be with great 

friends. So please use it as it was intended. 

 Remember for the $20 there’s a party included with the 

price of the book. Great food; dancing; games; cash prizes; 

along with a nicely assorted raffle table. But best of all we 

get together with our HOG family for a good time and fun! 

Thanks for your support, 

George 

For the Yankee Run Committee 

 

  

Hello Everyone, 

 This is the most exciting time of the year for us.  We are out 

riding and winter hibernation is over.  I would like to wish 

everyone a happy and safe riding season.  Please keep us in 

mind as we have some different things to offer this year. 

 First, we are offering FREE INSTALLATION on tires when 

you purchase them from us. Front or back, the installation 

is FREE. To go along with the tires, please inquire about how 

Nitrogen can help your wear and tear and mileage; not to 

mention the decrease in air pressure fluctuation. Every 

aircraft is required to use Nitrogen so we highly recommend 

you look into the features and benefits while you are here. 

 Secondly, we have revamped our Priority Maintenance 

programs. After significant feedback from our customers, 

we have decided to lower the prices and add in some extra 

benefits. If you like to save money, this is the best program 

for you. See you on the road! 

Chad & Bryan 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 I would like to say thank you to this chapter’s first Head 

Road Captain Roy Mikkelsen for his service. I know I have a 

big pair of shoes to try to fill. Roy will be doing certain things 

that he wants to continue doing, and so he shall! 

 The other aspects of the position, such as holding meetings, 

organizing certain rides, and getting the R/Cs to fill the 

month with fun rides will lie on myself and Ray Robidoux, 

our new Assistant Head Road Captain. 

 I would also like to set up R/C RIDES ONLY two or three times 

a season so we can discuss anything that might come up on 

rides, such as trouble areas and how we can make things 

more fun and safe. 

 I hope to see a lot of you on our rides this year. If you have 

ideas on how to get more riders to join us please let us, your 

R/Cs, and our Officers know. 

RSHF-ALT (Ride Safe Have Fun And Look Twice!) 

Richie Smith 

Head Road Captain 
 

   Editor's insert – Rich’s granddaughter and future R/C ??!! 

       

Yankee Run Stop 

Sheldon's Corner 

 

Head Road Captain Report 
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A couple candid Friday Night Dinner pics... 

 
 

David Odess representing the New England Ride for Kids         This is what happens when you don’t keep the door closed... 

presenting Worcester HOG a certificate of appreciation.  

Return to main page 

http://pbtf.convio.net/site/TR?fr_id=2837&pg=entry#.WNaw-eQ2yHs
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Pics from our 2017 March Madness party...  
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