
1 
 

 

 Harley Owners Group    Chapter 3811               April 2016 

 

  

Under the Cover… 
 2.  From your Director 

         Officers and Road Captains 
 

 3.  Assistant Director's Message 

         Secretary's Report 
 

 4.  Ladies of Harley 

          From the Editor 
 

 5.  Historian's Article 
 

 6.  Yankee Run Stop 

         Sheldon's Corner 
 

 7.  Tail Pipes 

 

 

CHAPTER MEETING INFORMATION 

 

Worcester HOG Chapter meetings are held on the 
 

FIRST Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm 
 

at Halligan’s Lounge, directly across the street from 

Sheldon’s Harley-Davidson in Auburn MA. 

 

 Come early and socialize! Typical agenda includes Officer 

reports, door prizes, 50-50 drawing, information on 

upcoming events, rides, get-togethers, guest speakers, and 

new member acknowledgments. Please join us and see 

why we have such a great following and have so much fun! 

 

Right: This pic is 

from February 2012. 

As we mentioned in 

our last issue, we're 

aiming to have a lot 

more fun now that 

we’re over 30… 

Richie had so much 

fun at this stop he fell 

on the floor!  

 

http://www.sheldons.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/344678312370987/
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From your Director  

Return to main page 

Hello to all Members, 

 Last year at this time we were all talking about the 

miserable snow we had. Mother Nature sure did send us 

more than we needed. This year we got a huge break 

with very little snowfall and not much really cold, bone 

chilling temperatures. The results were, to those of us 

who had our Harley’s close-by, getting out for “Wind 

Therapy” when the conditions allowed us to. 

 I saw reports of members out riding every month during 

the winter season.  

 Our Chapter members have been active all winter long 

having fun keeping in touch with friends and making new 

friends with new members who have joined our H.O.G. 

Chapter. My thanks to the efforts of Kevin Colbath, Richie 

Smith, and Tammy Lee, and the many volunteers who 

helped with the many Chapter events including our 

monthly meetings a Halligan’s Sports Bar across the 

street from Sheldon’s. The H.O.G. Chapter meeting are 

held on the 1st Thursday of the month at 7:30pm. 

 Attend a meeting to hear what is being planned for your 

riding pleasure and what the H.O.G. and L.O.H. are doing 

for fun. Hear the latest info on events from our 

sponsoring dealer. Learn “Safety Tips” for riding from our 

experienced Safety Officer and Road Captains. Really 

want to have Fun?? All you have to do is join in and 

participate.  

 We are about to kick off the Ice Breaker Run Sunday April 

3rd 2016. Get your Harley ready to roll! This of course will 

be open to the public so bring a friend or two. The guided 

ride ends at The Village Haven for a delicious chicken 

dinner served family style.   

See you there… 

Chet McDonald 

 

 

Yankee Run Committee 
George Gilligan, Ray Remillard, 

Janice Fiske, & Sue DiPilato 

 

Alan Berthiaume 

Alan Froslie 

Alan Shea 

Arthur Pond 

Bill Zambarano 

Chet McDonald 

Dave Eaton 

Ed McDonald 

Gary Wickman 

Henry James 

Jack Grzyb 

Ken Corey 

Ken Karey 

Kevin Colbath 

Mark Zibel 

Mike Brown 

Mike Morency 

Paul Gunnerson 

Peter Bogren 

Ray Robidoux 

Richie Smith 

Ronald Johnson 

Sadiyah Derawi 

Tammy Lee 

Worcester H.O.G Officers 
 

Director..............................Chet McDonald 

Assistant Director..............Ken Karey 

Treasurer............................Scott Johnson, Sr.  

Secretary/Membership….Mark Zibel 

Activities Officer................Richie Smith 

Ladies of Harley Officer...Tammy Lee 

Head Road Captain...........Roy Mikkelsen 

Editor..................................Andy Foster 

Safety Officer.....................Ken Corey 

Photographer.....................Jay George 

Historian............................Paul Gunnerson 

Events Coordinator..........Kevin Colbath 

 

Worcester H.O.G Road Captains 
 

Head Road Captain:  Roy Mikkelsen 

 

Be a part of our newsletter! Email your stories and 

pictures to editor@worcesterhog.com or mail them c/o 

Sheldon's Harley-Davison on our Contact Us page. 
 

All submissions become the property of Worcester H.O.G. We 

reserve the right to edit submissions for length and content. 

 

 

It's Yankee Run Book season… 

Get the book that will get you places!! 

http://www.thevillagehaven.com/
mailto:editor@worcesterhog.com
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Assistant Director  Secretary's Report   

 Its spring, and we’re all excited to get out and ride!  But 

let’s not forget the benefits of the off season while our 

bikes sat in frigid hibernation. This time was not wasted!  

Say what!? There’s a notion that’s been going around 

social media, it goes something like this; “Imagine all the 

great people I wouldn’t have met if it wasn’t for 

motorcycles”. Isn’t this the truth?! And it was through the 

efforts of many within our chapter (I won’t name names 

for fear of missing someone but you know who you are!). 

 We’ve enjoyed Friday night dinners, comedy, bowling, 

crafts, and even chapter meetings where we met 

wonderful new people and got to know old friends a little 

bit better. We’ve shared meals & beverages, laughed ‘til 

it hurt, talked about projects to be done, lamented over 

the lack of riding, and dreamt of warmer days and clearer 

roads. Most importantly, we spent the last few months 

building relationships, making new friends, and having a 

version of fun that was born of our Harleys but goes well 

beyond them. 

 When you think about it, riding (unless doing it “2-up”) 

is largely a solitary endeavor. Once the kickstand comes 

up we are left with our own thoughts, the sound of the 

wind and a motor, the feel of a warm sun or brisk air on 

our skin, and with any luck, a good song blaring from the 

speakers. We don’t “need” others to make any of that 

happen. Yet, we all chose to join a H.O.G. chapter and do 

it as a group. We gather and start together. We finish and 

enjoy the destination together. As a member of multiple 

H.O.G. chapters over the past several years, experience 

tells me that the members of Worcester H.O.G. are truly 

driven to ride & have fun TOGETHER! I am grateful to call 

you my friends.  

 So think of the last few months as an investment. It’s an 

investment that will make the riding season richer by 

being shared, maybe with someone you didn’t know just 

a few months ago. And maybe that new someone will 

know a new back road or who will make that next ride 

even better than expected. 

 The snow is gone, warmth is in the air, and hopefully 

you’ve made your social “investment” wisely. It’s time to 

connect with a friend and ride! 

 

 I think it’s safe to say that the 2016 Worcester H.O.G. 

Chapter #3811 season is off to a great start. The Officers 

are connecting, we are settled into our roles, and 

operations appear to be firing on all cylinders. 

 By all accounts, the Friday night dinners have been 

simply amazing. The two St. Patrick’s Day pancake 

breakfasts were a huge success! LOH has sponsored some 

entertaining events (with more planned) and our Safety 

Officer Ken Corey wowed us with Safety Saturday. And 

what about all the recent award winners? Lots of people 

taking home $50 or $100 gift cards courtesy of Sheldon’s 

H-D for simply doing what they love to do, riding 

motorcycles and volunteering at events. Talk about a win-

win situation. 

 And it doesn’t stop there. In April, the Officers will be 

representing the Chapter and honing their leadership 

skills while they attend the two-day H.O.T. (H.O.G. Officer 

Training) in Providence, RI. We will all take part in a very 

specialized training program provided by H.O.G. and 

sponsored by Harley-Davidson. With topics such as “Legal 

implications of organized rides”, “Dealing with difficult 

situations”, “How to handle and manage organizational 

change”, “Driving and maintaining membership” and 

much more, there is sure to be something there for each 

and every one of us. Last year’s meeting loaded me up 

with inspiration, and I expect this year’s conference to be 

even bigger and better!  

 On another high note, we've increased our membership 

by 20% from last year. Show me a retailer in today’s 

market with 20% positive comp sales and I will show you 

a board room full of very happy people! That said, we do 

however need and encourage more of you to join our 

Facebook page. Oh, and speaking of social media, have 

you checked out the Worcester H.O.G. website lately? It 

is totally rocking! More photos are being added, active 

links, an up-to-date event calendar and much, much 

more! Thanks Andy Foster, great job!  Editor's insert: and 

I wish to thank our web team!!  

 Looking forward to riding with you in 2016. It’s going to 

be a banner year! And please check out my leisure time 

notes in Tail Pipes. 

 

 

Return to main page 
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Ladies of Harley   
 

Return to main page 

 LOH Bowling at the Auburn AMF Lanes was another great 
time! I believe that Janice showed up with a winning roll or 
two, however, I think Dave believes he was in the lead. I 
cannot confirm or deny, and I think these two may be the 
ones to beat next year! Check out our photo in Tail Pipes. 
 

 LOH has been working with members of the chapter on 
creating a 1st annual Smart Bear Ride. The Smart Bear Ride 
will be a donation of teddy bears and school supplies. Ray 
and Marcia have been working with the Guild of St. Agnes 
in Worcester to coordinate the event. As a team, we have 
decided that we will give the Chapter members a choice: 
 

 Participate in the ride and donate at the meeting. The 
team will purchase bears and schools supplies.  

 Purchase their own bear and schools supplies and 
participate in the ride, or bring it to a meeting and we 
will have it delivered the day of the ride. 

 Bear size should be between 12-14 inches.  

 School supplies; back packs, notebooks, binders, etc. 

 The ride is open to all Chapter Members and 1 guest 

 Ride date is scheduled for Sept 10th.  
 

 The team had some great suggestions, one of which is to 
include a backpack filled with school supplies. All ideas are 
welcome and will be considered. LOH is still working with 
Chapter members to iron out the details.  
 

 A big thanks to Dave Fiske & H2H for a donation of $200 to 
the Smart Bear Ride. Our Director Chet McDonald will 
match the $200 of the H2H donation, a huge and much 
appreciated thank you to Chet and Dave Fiske. Also, Chet C 
will match Chapter Donations. So let's show that we can 
take this small idea and make it a great contribution to 
those who will appreciate and benefit from it. We are off to 
a great start with this ride, and I hope everyone will be able 
to participate in one way or another. 
 

 At the March LOH Meeting a great idea came up to keep 
busy during the winter months; a HOG bowling league. I am 
looking into this and will have more information in the next 
newsletter so please stay tuned. 
 

 Don’t forget the great cause LOH is working towards; 

Operation Donation. To date LOH has raised $139. Thank 

you all for your support, and remember 100% of the 

donations are going directly to a local charity at the end of 

the year. 
 

 Not to forget what H.O.G is all about, LOH has also started 

planning a few rides to look forward to come spring.  So keep 

an eye on that Worcester HOG Calendar for LOH rides! 
 

Tammy, 

LOH Officer 

 

 
 I hope your spring cleaning is done, if you're into such 

things. There are branches in my yard, but I figure they 

aren't going anywhere I'll save them for a rainy day. Or 

maybe I'll hire the kids next door to make a pile, it would 

be good for them to learn how to work for a living, right?! 

So, Brutus is out from under the covers and working on 

this year's miles. 

 It's been a long time in the works; the Members Only 

section on the website is in final testing to be released 

soon. Part of the delay was Google's dropping of XML 

feeds last October which broke our Events column on the 

right. So, we had our web developer (no, we don't do 

coding just the cool/fun stuff!) re-code all the Event feeds 

which turned into a bit of a task due to extra security 

measures Google put into place. 

 The rotating picture area was redesigned as well. It's now 

unlimited and easier to load pics. The Contact Us page was 

converted to a form, the spammers were getting to the 

exposed email address which is why we removed all email 

addresses from the site and current newsletters. 

 Getting back to Members Only… It was suggested by our 

local Mother H.O.G. representative that we should have a 

private section for material exclusive to our members. For 

instance, this is in the H.O.G. Chapter Handbook: "Confine 

your Chapter website to information you wish to share 

with the general public and protect the exclusivity of 

member benefits, such as your newsletter".  I did not see 

references in there to any other protected content so this 

will be a work-in-progress. 

 Finally, once Members Only is ready for release you will 

receive an email from our Director with pre-release 

information. You must have a valid email address in order 

to use Members Only. 

 Andy 

 

From the Editor 

 

http://www.guildofstagnes.org/
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Historian's Article   

Return to main page Return to main page 

 In this article I write about our first year as a chapter 30 

years ago in 1986, and our First Director, Kim Huff. Yes, our 

first Director was a woman, did you know that? And Kim 

was a woman ahead of her time and she had a love of 

Harley-Davidson motorcycles. She worked at Sheldon’s 

back when it was located on Southbridge St. in Worcester, 

as a motorcycle salesperson for Orville Sheldon. When our 

chapter started in January 1986, she became the first 

Director. Mark Ziemba acted as both the secretary and the 

treasurer. There were no other officer positions, no 

newsletters. There was really no organizational structure 

back then, and there were no dues to become a member. 

Rides were mostly impromptu, much like our MDR rides 

(Meet- Decide-Ride) which we sometimes still do. 

 

 

 

you to know of is Bessie Stringfield. Her story is an amazing 

one. She was a true pioneer in breaking barriers for women 

motorcycle riders, she was nicknamed "The Motorcycle 

Queen of Miami”. I hope you will read her story at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Stringfield 

…and some other famous motorcycle gals and groups at: 

http://blog.jpcycles.com/2014/03/top-12-historic-female-

riders-part-i/. 

 

Paul Gunnerson 

Historian 

Worcester H.O.G. Chapter 3811 

 

 
 Since March was National Women’s 

History Month, it seems most 

appropriate to write about Kim. Back 

then, and only for a handful of years, 

there was also a Miss Harley-Davidson 

contest. The 2nd Miss Harley-Davidson 

in 1985 was Tamra Ja’nell, and she 

visited Sheldon’s in 1985. I was able to 

obtain this old Polaroid instant picture 

from Mark taken in 1985. It was in very 

poor condition but I scanned it and 

touched it up the best I could. It is 

signed by Miss H-D Tamra Ja’nell, and 

standing next to her is Kim Huff our first 

Director. 

 In the back row is Orville Sheldon (as 

he looked back in 1985) along with 

some other employees of Sheldon’s 

back then. There are only a handful of 

people who will remember this, but it 

depicts an important piece of our 

chapter history. As we celebrate the 

30th anniversary of our chapter this 

year, it is important to remember and 

acknowledge those who made this 

chapter possible for us. 

 And when it comes to writing about 

famous women in Harley-Davidson 

history I could write an entire chapter 

newsletter.  One woman I would like 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Stringfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Stringfield
http://blog.jpcycles.com/2014/03/top-12-historic-female-riders-part-i/
http://blog.jpcycles.com/2014/03/top-12-historic-female-riders-part-i/
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/
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Yankee Run Stop   

Return to main page 

 Surprisingly, the long wait for riding season isn’t just 

around the corner, it’s here! Sunday April 3rd is the official 

Worcester H.O.G. start to the riding season with the Ice 

Breaker ride to The Village Haven in RI for a great chicken 

dinner with sticky buns with your friends and fellow 

riders. This is an open ride so everybody is welcome to 

join in. It is also the start of the New England Yankee Run 

book that officially goes on sale that morning at 

registration. And yes you can, most likely, get your 

favorite numbered book (maybe). 

 This year, from the hard work of the committee, you will 

have a choice of 103 stops to ride to all over New 

England. If you’re participating in the NE Dealers Tour 

Card program, check out the stops around the dealers to 

have lunch or dinner. As always, there are great ice 

cream stops. And there is a special stop this year to earn 

extra tickets to a cash prize at the October Yankee Run 

Party. Note that your book is your ticket in to the party. 

 So wash your bike, check it out for safety, fill the gas 

tank, and show up at Sheldon’s Sunday April 3rd at 10 am 

to register for the ride and buy your New England Yankee 

Run Book for $20. It will give you great pleasure to pick 

the places you want to ride to all summer long. 

 You’ll also have a chance to win a monthly gift certificate 

starting with a drawing at The Village Haven and the 

monthly chapter meetings. You need not be present or a 

Worcester H.O.G. member to win, however, if we cannot 

decipher your release form with either an e-mail address 

or phone number to contact you, we will have to give the 

certificate away at another drawing. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SUNDAY APRIL 3rd to get the FUN BOOK! 

George for the Yankee Run Committee 

 

 

 What an interesting world we live in today. Technology 

has brought us opportunities and experiences that 

nobody ever thought possible just a few years ago. The 

 

way we live has been totally transformed. We can all 

remember what it was like before the invention of the 

Internet and the cell phone. We actually had to go 

somewhere to socialize, eat and purchase items. 

 I know of quite a few “millennials” well into their 20’s 

who do not have a driver's license. It isn’t a priority 

because they have the world at their fingertips with a 

smart phone. They can access anything, socialize, order 

food and make purchases without even leaving their 

bedroom. The thought of not getting my driver’s license 

when I immediately turned 16 years old was 

unimaginable. The day I turned 16 is the day I applied for 

my driver’s permit. 

 A few months later I was able to go out on my own to 

explore the world and experience everything it had to 

offer. A bit later in life is when I learned how to ride a 

motorcycle. My first bike was a 1999 silver/black Fatboy. 

What an experience! I wanted to be part of the Harley-

Davidson lifestyle. I felt like I achieved something special 

in life. I wanted a higher status, and the bike was my way 

of getting there. I was proud to call myself a biker and 

own a Harley-Davidson. 

 Owning a Harley-Davidson is still special today. It is not 

something that can be enjoyed from your smart phone.  

The lifestyle and the feeling of riding a HOG into the wind 

and experiencing all of the elements like the sound and 

smell of your environment cannot be duplicated through 

a phone. Our mission is to provide that experience to 

everyone. Many refer to it as being “free” from the daily 

grind of making a living. It is a getaway… a way to express 

yourself individually and the best way to see all that 

America has to offer. 

 I love to share my riding experiences with everyone I 

encounter. I proudly wear my Harley-Davidson clothing 

everywhere I go. It is who I am and I am proud of it. I am 

an American and I am free. I know that many of my 

friends and acquaintances feel the same way. We live in 

the greatest place in the world and I am proud to be 

able to represent the Harley-Davidson brand to 

everyone. We believe that everyone should be able to 

experience what it is like to experience America and 

freedom. The best way, in our opinion, is on a Harley- 

Davidson motorcycle. 

Chad 

Sheldon's Corner 

http://www.thevillagehaven.com/
http://www.ridenewengland.com/Tour_Card.html
http://www.ridenewengland.com/Tour_Card.html
http://www.thevillagehaven.com/
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Tail Pipes 

 Return to main page 

Photo from LOH Bowl:

 
 

Leisure time – Mark Zibel 

 Have you noticed that the popularity of motorcycling has 

truly exploded over the last few years? Seems like 

everywhere you go you can find a store that sells 

something we really don’t need but just have to have. 

There is no shortage of what we can buy or do to our 

bikes. 

 With smart phones, computers, tablets, Facebook, the 

internet, and a host of other high tech gizmos I know 

nothing about, every once in a while I like to step back, 

unplug, grab a beverage, climb into my comfy chair and 

just read a magazine… a motorcycle magazine! But with 

so many choices where do you start?  

Well, not including the H.O.G. publication, I particularly 

enjoy three of them: 

 

1. American Iron: 
First published in 1989, American Iron is becoming 

one of the most popular motor bike magazines. 

Readers can enjoy real-world tech assistance and 

how-to articles that are geared towards all skill 

levels. American Iron includes step-by-step 

instruction on the repair and maintenance of 

motorcycles, features on classic road bikes, custom 

builds, motorcycle reviews, product and accessory 

recommendations, ride routes, and events. Of 

course, you can also find some great accessories 

from its supporting vendors.  

 

 

2. RoadRUNNER: 
Introduced to RoadRUNNER from our former 

Assistant Director Arthur Pond, this publication was 

started in 2001 by a husband and wife team who 

shared a passion for riding. RoadRUNNER is a 

publication that reflects the allure of roads less 

traveled, memorable destinations and truly scenic 

and challenging rides. It is dedicated to providing 

riders with a comprehensive resource of national 

and international tours, exciting and picturesque 

new places to ride, and valuable information on 

new motorcycles and products that enhance the 

riding experience. If you are looking for a long and 

once in a life time ride experience, look no further! 

 

3. American Motorcyclist: 
This publication comes courtesy of a membership 

with the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA), 

which by the way has some pretty nice benefits! As 

for the magazine, you can find a little bit of 

everything in it: politics, repair tips, trips, bike 

reviews and safety information. I particularly 

enjoyed the article in the April 2006 edition which 

focused on helmets and how technology is being 

used to better protect all of us! Did you know there 

is a new helmet on the market that opens from the 

middle and has air bag technology to help EMS 

workers remove it without compromising your 

neck, back and spine in the event you are injured? 

Well, you would if you read it!  
 

So, what’s going to keep busy on your next ride in your 

comfy chair?  
 

RIDE SAFE & ARRIVE ALIVE 

Mark 
 

 

 

http://www.aimag.com/
https://www.roadrunner.travel/
http://www.americanmotorcyclist.com/

