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Chapter Meeting 

Information 
 

Worcester H.O.G. Chapter 
meetings are held on the first 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm at 

the Auburn Elks Lodge. 
 

 Come early and socialize! The 

typical agenda includes Officer 

reports, door prizes, 50-50        drawing, 

info on upcoming events, rides, 

guest speakers, and new member 

acknowledgments. Please join us 

and see why we have such a great 

following and have so much fun! 
 
 

 

Harley Owners Group  Chapter 3811                  Fall 2018 

 

Worcester HOGs supporting the Boys & Girls Club of Worcester 

on Friday, October 12th. 

 

Great turnout of Worcester HOGs supporting the West Dummerston 

Fire Dept. at the Dummerston Apple Pie Festival on October 7th.

 

Be a part of our newsletter! 

Email your stories and pictures to: 

editor@worcesterhog.com 

 

All submissions become the property of 

Worcester H.O.G. We reserve the right to 

edit submissions for length and content. 

https://www.elks.org/lodges/home.cfm?lodgenumber=2118
https://www.bgcworcester.org/
https://www.bgcworcester.org/
mailto:editor@worcesterhog.com
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 As I look back on the riding season and the events of this 

year, there has been some really good riding weather and 

sometimes rain gear was in order, but overall good weather 

with 71 scheduled rides through the end of September. 

 Prior to the riding we had the Kevin Colbath Friday Night 

Dinners and pancake brunches, then the burger/dog 

lunches, Bike Nights and Sheldon’s Special Events including 

Ray Robidoux's successful Safety Saturday and the LOH 

Easter baskets & wrapping, etc. 

 Some of the notable rides have been the ones associated 

with the 3811 Summer Tour, which was a series of 13 rides 

put together during the March Chapter Meeting. Karin 

Karey was instrumental in coordinating this effort as well as 

creation of the 3811 Summer Tour patch. The patch is given 

to anyone who participated in any of the "3811ST" rides. If 

you came on one of the rides and have not yet received a 

patch please let me know and I'll get you one. 

 There have also been numerous Yankee Run Book rides 

including the ROMEO brunch rides for those of us lucky 

enough to attend, and a couple New England Tour Card 

rides. Then there were the benefit & memorial rides, some 

of which were multi-chapter events including escorting the 

Vietnam Memorial "Wall that Heals", two Thompson, CT FD 

BBQ, Boys & Girls Club of Worcester, Worcester Animal 

Shelter, Ray Gaithier, Officer Tarentino, the MDA Cold Train 

Concert, the MDA Summer Camp, the Ride for Kids - 

Pediatric Brain Tumor, Kenny Desjardin, Harmony House 

benefit and Home for our Troops. 

 There were also the larger gatherings of riders that some 

of us attended - Americade at Lake George, NY, Laconia in 

Meredith, NH, Sturgis in Sturgis, SD, The Iron Adventure at 

Sunday River, ME, the Harley 115th Anniversary 

Celebration at Milwaukee, WI and some traditional rides 

like Mt. Greylock in Adams, MA and the Grey Ghost in 

Dover, VT.  I wish I could have made them all! 

 So what's left for the year? The Polar Bear Ride on 12/2 

plus, any other ride anyone would like to put on the 

calendar - please! Our rides and events wouldn’t have been 

possible without the selfless volunteering of the members 

of our Chapter. The only payment is when you see your 
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efforts pay off in the successful ride, event, etc. plus the 

occasional Reward Points for Sheldon’s events. 

 Every one of the officers are doing the best they can to 

make our rides and HOG experience memorable, so if you 

see something that could be done better, or is going well, 

please say something to one of us. 

 I want to give a big THANK YOU to all the Officers, Road 

Captains, and everyone else who take time from their lives 

to help Worcester H.O.G. to continue to be successful. 

Ride and Have Fun!! 

Jim 

Yankee Run Committee 
George Gilligan, Janice Fiske, Sue DiPilato, 

Doug Desroches, and Scott Johnson Jr. 

 

Alan Froslie 

Alan Shea 

Arthur Pond 

Bruce Smyth 

Chet Chludenski 

Chet McDonald 

Ed McDonald 

Jim Evans 

Jim Perry 

Ken Corey 

Ken Karey 

Kevin Colbath 

Mark Audet 

Mark Zibel 

Paul Gunnerson 

Ray Robidoux 

Richie Smith 

Roy Mikkelsen 

Worcester H.O.G Officers 
 

Director................................Jim Evans 

Assistant Director...............Dave Fiske 

Treasurer.............................Scott Johnson, Sr.  

Secretary............................. Jo-Ann Smyth 

H.O.G. Manager................Michael Chludenski 

Activities Officer................Kevin Colbath 

Ladies of Harley Officer...Marcia Robidoux 

Head Road Captain...........Richie Smith 

Assistant Head R/C...........Ray Robidoux 

Editor..................................Andy Foster 

Safety Officer.....................Ray Robidoux 

Photographer.....................Bruce Smyth 

Assistant Photographer.....Terry Evans 

Historian.............................Paul Gunnerson 

Membership Officer..........Bruce Smyth 

Webmaster.........................Andy Foster 

 
 

Worcester H.O.G. Road Captains 

From your Director 

 

https://www.ridenewengland.com/
http://www.vvmf.org/twth
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Riding with “SMIDSY” 

 A while back I became aware of a maneuver that I have 

incorporated into my riding routine. The Brits have a term 

for it, “SMIDSY”. It is an acronym for one of the most 

common reasons for auto/motorcycle accidents; Sorry 

Mate, I Didn’t See You! 

 

 When you hear an automobile driver after hitting a 

motorcyclist exclaim “I never saw them” they aren’t lying. 

The fact is, drivers minds are attuned to seeing other autos 

(cars/trucks) on the road. So while their eyes may have 

received the image of a motorcycle, their mind did not 

register it. 

 

 When I’m riding I am constantly looking for any autos that 

may be entering the roadway or turning. I try to have a plan 

in my mind on how I will avoid them should they pull out in 

front of me.  

 

 One way that we can improve our visibility to other drivers 

is by creating movement that is out of the ordinary in order 

to grab their attention. I do this with what I have taken to 

calling my SMIDSY move. As I am going along and see a car 

to the side looking to enter the road, I wiggle the 

handlebars causing the headlight to move back and forth. 

This little bit of movement is usually enough to get the 

drivers to look up and recognize my presence. I look directly 

at the driver and can usually tell that they are looking back 

at me. This will hopefully prevent the driver from pulling out 

in front of me but alas there are no guarantees so remain 

on your guard. 

 

 Give it a try and see if you have the same results I have had.  

 

Ride, have fun, and be safe. 

 

Michael 

 

 

 What do two chickens, a dog, two mechanical malfunctions, 

and an unfortunate trail exploration incident have in 

common? They all happened on the 3811 Summer Tour 

Wind and Water Group Therapy Ride led by Ken Karey on 

Saturday 7/14… the day that thought it was Friday the 13th. 

 The weather started out cloudy with some spot drizzle but 

the sun made some occasional appearances giving a sense 

of a ‘new ride within the ride’. First stop was Bear’s Den Falls 

in New Salem MA, where unfortunately HOG Member Janice 

Fiske took a nasty tumble on the trail suffering several 

serious injuries. 

 The group split up from there, some accompanying Janice 

while others continued the ride. Next stop was Shelburne 

Falls, where we found that one of our eating stops was 

closed for vacation so the group split up and stopped at 

various establishments. But the group got split up again 

when Dave Ingram’s bike wouldn’t fire. After a couple failed 

jumpstarts we found the issue and were back on the road to 

catch up with the group at Doane’s Falls in Royalston, MA. 

 We switched to Route 2 to make up some time in catching 

up with the group. However, rounding a corner somewhere 

near Athol we jammed on the brakes to a scene fit for a 

movie. A dog on the loose with trailing leash was chasing two 

chickens in the middle of the highway, and he got his 

chompers in pretty good on one them but it managed to 

escape. A bystander finally got their hands on his leash and 

the owner of the chickens had collected one. 

 We finally rejoined the group at Doane’s Falls taking in a 

quick view before saddling up for home. We only made it a 

short distance before having to pull over when Ken Karey’s 

shifting linkage lost a bolt. Fortunately, Dave Blanchette had 

also installed a custom linkage and had the original set with 

him so Ken was able to make a quick fix. 

 We are happy to report that Janice has recovered from most 

of her injuries and is doing well. We have no idea how the 

2nd chicken made out. 

Ride safe and watch out for dogs and chickens. 
 
Andy 
 

 
 

Return to main page 

The HOG Manager From the Editor 

 

http://www.roadsafety.mccofnsw.org.au/a/84.html
http://www.newenglandwaterfalls.com/ma-bearsdenfalls.html
https://www.shelburnefalls.com/
https://www.shelburnefalls.com/
http://www.newenglandwaterfalls.com/ma-doanesfalls.html
http://www.newenglandwaterfalls.com/ma-doanesfalls.html
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Hello Everyone, 

 As the riding season nears its end we need to think about 

keeping warm. Dressing in layers, leather jackets & chaps, a 

good pair of gloves, etc. You get the picture. 

 Cold rides can still be enjoyable. I always keep a sweat shirt 

and hand warmers in my bike you never know when you 

may need them. I make sure my bike is ready to go because 

you can never tell when you will get a warm sunshine filled 

day. 

 When you are cold your motor skills may be slower. Try to 

find a place to warm up, a short break with a coffee will 

warm you right up. 

 I like to fill my tank on the way home and plug in the battery 

tender so I’m ready to go for the next ride. 

Ride Safe and think spring. 

Ray 

 

 

Greetings fellow Worcester HOG members, 
 

 We are now into fall, the summer seemed to fly by so 
quickly. We now enter a much cooler riding time with a lot 
less daylight for us to ride in. I am sure that all of you have 
many happy memories of all the adventures you had during 
the summer. Those memories don’t end with the seasons, 
as you will always have them to remember. 
 
 We will soon be ending our 32nd year as a chapter at the 
end of this year. We can all look forward to an exciting year 
33. We still have some members that have been with the 
chapter since the beginning, January 1986, outstanding 
members that have kept this chapter going and passing the 
torch to those who keep us going. To all of you I say THANK 
YOU for all you do! 
 
 

 There are 4 big opportunities Harley-Davidson will tackle in 

the future. Harley-Davidson is making significant changes to 

its global strategy, but it remains committed to its core 

business. Harley-Davidson is moving toward a multi-market 

strategy that will involve partnerships and new motorcycle 

designs. The company affirmed its commitment to the large 

and profitable motorcycles that have made it a worldwide 

icon. But it also revealed that it will expand its business in 

Asia and roll out a new platform for smaller motorcycles. 

 Contrary to the performance of its stock, Harley's business 

is actually pretty good. Its cruiser bikes and other big cycles 

are quite profitable and enjoy a loyal customer base. But the 

motorcycle market in the US has been declining for years. 

 Harley has been dealing with this downturn, but also casting 

an eye toward growth markets. India looks particularly 

attractive. Although motorcycles are a favored form of 

transportation there, people prefer small displacement 

bikes and massive Harley v-twins aren't practical. It will be 

up to CEO Matt Levatich to oversee the difficult new 

strategy. 

 For us, our mission remains the same; “Ride and Have Fun” 

which we are pretty good at. So roll on as long as you can, 

just ride, ride, ride and keep having fun! 

Paul 
 

 

 It’s been a great summer for riding and I hope everyone is 

enjoying the Orange Fun Book to find super places to ride 

to. There will still be some nice days coming up so enjoy 

riding to a stop for a nice lunch. Don’t forget to dress for the 

environment, and it’s starting to get dark early. 

 Next year we’ll be celebrating the 25th year of the New 

England Yankee Run Book. I’m hoping it will be as fantastic 

as the past books. I’m trying to get some of the old stops 

back from years ago (thanks to Roy Mikkelsen for lending me 

his collection). 

 Again I’d like to give a big thank you to the ride leaders for 

leading rides to the stops in the book. I’m sure the stops in 

the book appreciate it also. While I’m in the thanking mood, 

Janice Fisk, Sue DiPilato, Scott Johnson Jr, Doug Desroches 

 

Safety Officer 

 

Yankee Run Stop 

 

Historian 
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have done an excellent job keeping this book running so you 

can enjoy the fun. There have been many more behind the 

scenes helpers too; Paul King, Jim Evans, and Sheldon’s 

Parts Department have helped push the book sales over 

200 sold. 

 We’re about a month away from the New England Yankee 

Run year end party. Elves, Janice and Sue are busy with the 

raffle prizes. I like to think of it as a kick off to party season. 

So on Saturday November 17th @ 6:30 pm let’s start the 

party season with lots of fun and prizes along with good 

food and music to dance to. It will be a fantastic time! 

 If you have a suggested stop, please email me the detailed 

information to yankeerun@worcesterhog.com. Please do 

not give me a small piece of paper, you know what will 

happen there, and verbally is worse. 

George 

 

Hello everyone, 

 I believe that this is a pivotal time for the Harley-Davidson 

Motor Company. You are going to see a lot of new products 

(motorcycles) that may not be to your taste as a traditional 

Harley-Davidson enthusiast. Harley-Davidson is a global 

organization that has management that aren’t afraid to 

continually reinvent themselves. 

 Harley has announced several models for the next couple 

of years including Live Wire (electric vehicle), Pan America 

and a street motorcycle. Additionally, they are committed 

to increasing their Asian footprint, which is the largest 

growing motorcycle segment in the world. Some of these 

products won’t be introduced in the United States. 

 I would like to put all of the traditional riders at ease by 

reassuring you that the U.S. market is the bread and butter 

of what Harley-Davidson is all about. The current U.S. lineup 

will continue to be enhanced as you have seen with model 

year 2019. Just because they announce that they are 

leading the industry by introducing the first electronic 

vehicle doesn’t mean that they are abandoning the tried 

and true bikes of today.   

 It will be fun to watch a 115 year old company reinvent 

itself to continue to be the worldwide leader and the brand 

that everyone strives to be a part of. 

Chad & Bryan 

Sheldon's Harley-Davidson – USA 

 

 

 

Some pics from the Jim Jackson Poker Run on 10/21/2018. 

Please see our Facebook page for many more! 

 

 

 

Sheldon's Corner 

 

Tail Pipes 

mailto:yankeerun@worcesterhog.com

